
In this latest Singer project Tilly Rose, a textile artist, tutor and 
guest presenter on Create & Craft TV, shows how she likes to 
include a variety of textiles, colours and patterns in her designs.

Tilly says she loves nothing more than lazing on a deckchair with
her favourite book, sitting on a bench in a sunny spot in the 
garden or lounging on the beach whilst having a picnic, always 
making sure she is surrounded summery cushions to add a little 
more comfort. 

Tilly’s Summer Patchwork Striped Cushion is perfect for 
using up all those fabric scraps you may have collected in
your stash basket or you may want to use a Fat Quarter 
pack for the colour combinations. This project is suitable 
for all abilities. 

If you are a beginner and want to keep your cushion 
design very simple, then simply omit the extra ribbon 
trims and concentrate on creating a patchwork cushion 
but if you fancy taking your sewing to a new level why not
have a go at adding texture by sewing on some beautiful 
ribbon trims?

There really are no rules… simply play and have fun!

Summer Patchwork Striped Cushion

Requirements – 
 Cushion Inner pad 40cm x 40cm
 4 Fabric Fat Quarters or a selection of fabric strips
 Selection of ribbon trims
 Rotary Cutter & Mat / Scissors
 Sewing Thread
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FRONT Panel

1) Using either your scissors or rotary cutter and mat, cut a selection of strips of 
varied widths but measuring at least 48cm in length. 

2) Lay your design out on top of your cushion to work out your pattern. You will 
probably re-arrange these several times until you are happy with your finished design! 
(Don’t forget to overlap your strips roughly 3cm to allow for your seam allowances on 
each sewn strip as your finished design will be narrower when stitched together) 

2



3) Working from the left hand side of your design, pin your first two strips together 
(RS together) then stitch with a 1.5cm seam allowance.  
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4) Zigzag your edges together. 

5) Press your seams flat to give a neat and professional finish. 

6) Continue in sequence, working left to right, stitching each strip in place. Press 
when finished.

7) Next, if you wish to add more texture to your design, lay a selection of ribbon 
trims on top of your patchwork stripes and stitch in place to complete your design. 
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8) When you are happy with your finished FRONT panel, trim you’re finished to 
41cm x 41cm ready for assembling your cushion together.

BACK Panels

1) Cut two pieces of fabric each measuring 41cm x 38cm. These can be different 
fabrics if you wish to add an extra flavour of colour and pattern to your design.

2) OUTER EDGE PANEL - Fold over the shorter edge of your fabric piece 1.5cm in 
width and press. 

3) Repeat to give a double fold. This will enclose all your raw edges. 
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4) Sew with a 1.5cm seam allowance on the RS.
5) Topstitch with a ribbon trim if you would like to add a little more detail to the back.

(This panel will be the one showing on the outside of your envelope back so you 
may wish to make this more decorative) 

6) Repeat the process again for your INNER EDGE PANEL with your second piece 
of fabric omitting the ribbon trim.

Piecing together
 
*You should now have three pieces of fabric to sew together for your envelope 
cushion.

One piece measuring 41cm x 41cm (FRONT)
Two pieces each measuring 41cm x 35cm (ENVELOPE BACK)
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1) Position your two BACK panels RS facing up in the right sequence you chose for 
your design. The two panels should overlap forming your envelope and create a 
square measuring the same as your FRONT panel when place on top of each 
other. 

2) Place your FRONT panel on top of your BACK panels (RS together). (The WS of 
your FRONT panel should be facing up). Pin in place to prevent your cushion 
panels moving whilst sewing. 

3) Starting on the middle of a cushion edge (NOT a corner) sew a 1.5cm seam all 
the way around your cushion. Zigzag your edges together.
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4. Trim off the excess off your corners to give a professional finish.

 

5. Turn your cushion the right way and add cushion inner.

6. Plump to finish.

Sit back and enjoy summer!
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